BIBLE STUDY SERIES - SEPTEMBER 2024
Supt. Gary L. Cordon, Sr.

MURDERERS, CHILD ABUSERS, SEXTRAFFICKERS,
RACISTS —-WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM?

The Bible addresses various sins, both directly and indirectly, including murder,
child abuse, sex trafficking, and racism, in both the Old and New Testaments.
Here's an explanation and detailed look at what the Bible teaches about each,
along with relevant King James Version (KJV) scriptures.

1. Murderers

Old Testament

- **Exodus 20:13**: "Thou shalt not kill." This commandment explicitly prohibits
murder.

- **@Genesis 9:6**: "Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be
shed: for in the image of God made he man." This verse underscores the gravity
of taking a life, linking it to the divine image.

- **Leviticus 24:17**: "And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death."
The Old Testament law prescribes capital punishment for murderers.

New Testament

- **Matthew 5:21-22%*: Jesus expands on the commandment against murder,
emphasizing that even anger towards others can lead to judgment: "Ye have
heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment."”

- **1 John 3:15**: "Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him."

- **Revelation 21:8**: "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers... shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death." This verse indicates eternal punishment
for unrepentant murderers.

QUESTION FoR DIscussioN. |s there a difference between killing and
murder?
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EXPLAIN.

2. Child Abusers

The Bible does not explicitly mention "child abuse," but it emphasizes the
protection and value of children.

Old Testament

- **Deuteronomy 6:6-7**: "And these words, which | command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children..."
- **Proverbs 22:6**: "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it." This verse highlights the importance of nurturing
and guiding children.

New Testament

- **Matthew 18:6**: Jesus warns against harming children: "But whoso shall
offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of
the sea."

- **Ephesians 6:4**: "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." This verse advises
against harsh treatment of children and promotes loving discipline.

QUESTION FOR DISCUSSION. In what ways could a person be guilty of “child
abuse”?

3. Sex Traffickers

While the Bible does not specifically mention “sex trafficking,” it condemns
sexual immorality and the abuse and exploitation of others.
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Old Testament

- **Leviticus 19:29**: "Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a
whore; lest the land fall to whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness."
This verse warns against sexual exploitation.

- **Deuteronomy 23:17**: "There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel,
nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel."

New Testament

- **31 Corinthians 6:9-10**: "Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators... nor abusers of
themselves with mankind... shall inherit the kingdom of God." This passage
condemns sexual immorality and exploitation.

QUESTION FOR DIscussioN. How would Joseph be an example of *human or sex
trafficking?” What strategies could be implemented in the church to prevent
this horrible sin and crime?

4. Racists

The Bible emphasizes the equality of all people, condemning any form of
discrimination, including racism.

Old Testament

- **| eviticus 19:18**: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: | am the Lord."
This commandment underscores the importance of loving others without
prejudice.

- **| eviticus 19:33-34**: "And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye
shall not vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as
one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself..."
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New Testament

- **@Galatians 3:28**: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." This
verse highlights the spiritual equality of all people.

- **Acts 10:34-35%*: "Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth |
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him."

- **James 2:8-9**: "If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: But if ye have respect to persons, ye
commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors." This passage
condemns favoritism and discrimination.

QUESTIONS FOR DIscussioN. What carnal or works of the flesh often
accompany racism that makes it such a horrific problem today?

These scriptures provide insight into how the Bible addresses these serious
issues. In summary, the Bible consistently condemns murder, child abuse, sexual
exploitation, and racism, emphasizing justice, love, and equality for all people.

Sources

[1] Racism + The Bible - River West Church
https://riverwest.org/resources/racism/

[2] The Sin of Racism - Gospel in Life https://gospelinlife.com/article/the-sin-of-
racism/

[3] What are some Bible verses about murder? - GotQuestions.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-verses-about-murder.html

[4] What does the Bible say about child abuse? - GotQuestions.org
https://www.gotquestions.org/child-abuse.html

[5] The Difference Between Killing and Murdering | Cold Case Christianity
https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/the-difference-between-killing-and-
murdering/

[6] A Biblically Informed Response to The Sin of Racism
https://ag.org/Beliefs/Position-Papers/Racism-a-Biblical-Response

[7]1 What does the Bible have to say to victims of human trafficking?
https://www.gotquestions.org/human-trafficking-victims.html

[8] [PDF] Human Trafficking Prevention: Bible Study/Small Group Guide
https://missioni4.org/assets/resources/downloads/Week 1 Joseph.pdf
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[9] Why did God mandate capital punishment for murder (Genesis 9:6)?
https://www.gotquestions.org/capital-punishment-murder.html

[10] The Biblical principles behind reporting sexual abuse | Texas Baptists
https://www.texasbaptists.org/article/the-biblical-principles-behind-reporting-
sexual-abuse

FORGIVENESS OF SINS

The Bible provides a comprehensive view of forgiveness, emphasizing God's
willingness to forgive sins, including those considered severe, such as murder,
child abuse, sexual exploitation, and racism. Here is an overview of what the Bible
says about the forgiveness of these sins, using the King James Version (KJV):

General Principles of Forgiveness

The Bible teaches that forgiveness is available to all who genuinely repent and
seek God's mercy. This is a central theme in both the Old and New Testaments.

Old Testament

- **Psalm 103:12**: "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us." This verse illustrates God's complete forgiveness.

- **2 Chronicles 7:14**: "If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land." This passage emphasizes repentance as a condition for forgiveness.

New Testament

- **1 John 1:9**: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." This verse assures believers of
God's forgiveness upon confession and repentance.
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- **Ephesians 1:7%*: "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace." This highlights the role
of Jesus Christ's sacrifice in the forgiveness of sins.

Forgiveness of Specific Sins

While the Bible does not explicitly list each sin in the context of forgiveness, it
provides principles that apply broadly to all sins, including murder, child abuse,
sexual exploitation, and racism.

Murderers

- **Acts 2:38**: "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost." Even those guilty of severe sins like murder can
receive forgiveness through repentance and baptism.

Child Abusers and Sex Traffickers

- **Luyke 17:3-4**: "Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee,
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven
times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, | repent; thou
shalt forgive him." This passage emphasizes the necessity of repentance for
forgiveness, applicable to all forms of sin, including abuse and exploitation.

Racists

- **Galatians 3:28-29**: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
While not directly about forgiveness, this verse underscores the equality of all
people in Christ, promoting reconciliation and forgiveness among different
ethnic groups.

- **Matthew 6:14-15%*: "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
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your Father forgive your trespasses." This passage teaches the importance of
forgiving others, which includes overcoming prejudices and racial discrimination.

In summary, the Bible assures that forgiveness is available for all sins, provided
there is genuine repentance and a turning away from sinful behavior. God's
mercy is extensive, and His forgiveness is a cornerstone of Christian faith,
offering hope and reconciliation to all who seek it.

Sources

[1] 30+ Bible Verses About Forgiveness - Top Scripture Quotes
https://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/forgiveness-bible-verses/

[2] 61 New Testament Bible Verses on Forgiveness - Kingdom Way
https://kingdomway.ca/61-new-testament-bible-verses-on-forgiveness/

[3] 51 Bible Verses on Forgiveness - Bible to Life
https://bibletolife.com/resources/verse-collections/51-bible-verses-on-
forgiveness/

[4] [PDF] Forgiveness in the Old Testament - Adult Bible Study Guide
https://www.adultbiblestudyquide.org/pdf.php?file=2003%3A2Q%3AER%3APDF
s%3AERQ203 02.pdf

[5] The Forgiveness of Sin - The Gospel Coalition
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/the-forgiveness-of-sin/

[6] What Does God Think of Murderers, Rapists and Paedophiles?
https://military.odb.org/explore-christianity/what-does-god-think-of-murderers-
rapists-and-paedophiles/

[7]1 What does the Bible have to say to victims of human trafficking?
https://www.gotquestions.org/human-trafficking-victims.html
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https://www.texasbaptists.org/article/the-biblical-principles-behind-reporting-
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The Bible provides several examples of individuals who repented from severe
sins, demonstrating true repentance and receiving forgiveness from God. Here
are some notable examples:

## David's Repentance

**Sin**: King David committed adultery with Bathsheba and orchestrated the
murder of her husband, Uriah (2 Samuel 11).

**Repentance**: When confronted by the prophet Nathan, David
acknowledged his sin and expressed deep remorse. His repentance is recorded in
Psalm 51, where he pleads for God's mercy and cleansing: "Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me" (Psalm 51:10, KJV)[5][6].

**Qutcome**: Although David faced consequences for his actions, he was
forgiven by God, demonstrating that even grievous sins like murder and adultery
can be forgiven through genuine repentance.

## The Apostle Paul's Repentance

**Sin**: Before his conversion, Saul (later known as Paul) persecuted Christians,
approving the execution of Stephen and imprisoning believers (Acts 8:1-3; Acts

9:1-2).
**Repentance**: After encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus, Paul

repented and was baptized. His life transformed radically, and he became a
leading apostle, spreading the gospel (Acts 9:3-19)[2].
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**Qutcome**: Paul's repentance and transformation illustrate that even those
who commit severe acts against others can be forgiven and used by God for
good.

## The Prodigal Son

**Sin**:In Jesus' parable, the prodigal son squandered his inheritance on
reckless living, which can symbolize various sins, including exploitation or abuse
(Luke 15:11-32).

**Repentance**: The son "came to himself," recognized his wrongdoing, and
returned to his father, confessing his sin and expressing unworthiness (Luke

15:17-19)[2].
**Qutcome**: The father forgave and welcomed him back, symbolizing God's
readiness to forgive those who repent sincerely.

## Peter's Repentance

**Sin**: Peter denied knowing Jesus three times during His trial, despite being
one of His closest disciples (Matthew 26:69-75).

**Repentance**: After realizing his denial, Peter wept bitterly, indicating
genuine remorse. Later, Jesus reinstated him, asking Peter to affirm his love and
charge him with shepherding His followers (John 21:15-17)[4].

**Qutcome**: Peter's repentance led to his restoration and significant role in the
early church, showing that even betrayal can be forgiven.

These examples highlight the biblical theme that no sin is beyond God's
forgiveness if accompanied by true repentance, which involves a change of heart,
acknowledgment of wrongdoing, and a commitment to change.
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ADDITIONAL CONSEQUENCES

In addition to the scriptural teachings, here are some broader consequences
based on biblical principles and interpretations for murder, child abuse, sex
trafficking, and racism:

Murder:

**Consequences Beyond Scripture:**

- **Legal Punishment:** Murderers often face severe legal consequences,
including imprisonment or capital punishment, depending on the jurisdiction.
- **Social Stigma:** Individuals who commit murder may be ostracized and
shunned by their communities.

- **Spiritual Consequences:** According to Christian belief, unrepentant
murderers may face eternal separation from God.

Child Abuse:

**Consequences Beyond Scripture:**

- **Psychological Impact:** Abused children often suffer long-term emotional
and psychological damage.

- **| egal Action:** Perpetrators can face imprisonment and loss of parental
rights.

- **Community Rejection:** Abusers are often ostracized and held in contempt
by society.

Sex Trafficking:

**Consequences Beyond Scripture:**

- **Legal Repercussions:** Traffickers face severe penalties, including long
imprisonment and hefty fines.

- **Victim Support:** Victims may require extensive rehabilitation and support
to recover from their trauma.

- **Moral Outcry:** Society tends to vehemently condemn those involved in sex
trafficking, leading to social and moral ostracization.
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Racism:

**Consequences Beyond Scripture:**

- **Legal Penalties:** Racist actions can lead to legal consequences, including
fines and imprisonment for hate crimes.

- **Social Exclusion:** Racists often face social backlash and exclusion from
community and professional circles.

- **Ethical Condemnation:** Racism is widely condemned as morally and
ethically wrong, leading to a loss of reputation and respect.

These consequences align with the overarching biblical teachings of justice,
compassion, and the inherent value of every human being.
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